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The August number of THe Ptay- 
GROUND was ably edited by Mr. Howard 
Bradstreet, Secretary of the Parks and 
New York 


City. The work of the vacation schools 


Play ground Association of 


and playgrounds maintained by the 
Board of Education of the City of New 
as the re- 


York was described, as well 


sults accomplished by the many benev- 
lent societies that in years past have 
done so much for the children of the 
city. 

Dr. Luther Halsey Gulick, President 
of the Playground Association of Amer- 
ca, had charge of the September num- 
ber. It contained a program of the Sec- 
ond National Congress of the 
tion, held September 8th to 12th in New 
York City. Mrs. Henry 
tributed delightful article on DeWitt 
Clinton Park, and Mrs. Elizabeth R. 
Rafter, of Washington, had an interest- 
playground equipment. 


Associa- 


Parsons con- 


ing articie on 


As a result of the interest awakened 
by the National Congress in the City 
of New York, the Parks and Play- 


ground Association of New York City 
hopes to develop work along many lines 


> 


Financial 
GRACE E. J. PARKER 
624 Madison Ave., 
New York City. 


throughout the city, especially in con- 
nection with the Hudson Celebration in 
the summer of 1909. Many of the best 
known and most influential citizens have 
consented to serve in a Council of One 
Hundred in order thus to promote the 
playground work in the metropolis. 
The editor of THe PLAYGROUND 
sires to extend to cities and playground 
associations the use of the pages of the 
magazine to describe advanced forms of 
Those desiring to take advantage 
should communicate with 


work. 
of this offer 
the editor. Through the 
the editor hopes that 
work will be presented in the pages of 


coming year 


much intensive 


the journal. 


NOTE. 
An error appeared on page 17 of 
PLAYGROUND No. 18. An article headed 
Question, ‘Does the 
Playground Extend to 
credited to 


“Answers to the 
Influence of the 
the Neighborhood ?’” was 
Mr. Bradstreet. The article should have 
been credited to Miss Mary Blakiston, 
of Philadelphia 
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THE SECOND ANNUAL PLAY- 
GROUND CONGRESS OF THE 
PLAYGROUND ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA. 


HE Second Annual Playground 
Congress which has just taken 
place was a most interesting occa- 
sion. Its success was largely due to the 


willing co-operation of everybody con- 
nected with the organization and of 
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Governor Hughes spoke, and at the Con- 
ference of City Officials the next day, 
speaking in his usual happy vein. Mayor 
Hibbard, of Boston, came over especial- 
ly to take part in the Congress, presiding 
over one of the general conferences and 
presenting a paper of great interest to 
the delegates who had foregathered 
from all parts of the country. 


Of special note was the attendance of 


THe Iractan Groupe IN THE “TARANTELLA”—PLAYGROUND Conoress. New YorkK 
City, SEPTEMBER, 1908 


many who gave their aid on account of 
their special interest in the playground 
movement No better treatment than 
that accorded by all the officials and em 
plovees of the American Museum of 
Natural History could have been given, 
and it is with the utmost gratitude that 
the Association makes public recogni 
tion of this help in THE PLAYGROUND 

\cting Mayor McGowan presided over 
the principal evening meeting, at which 


a very large delegation from Chicago, 
prominent among whom were Alderman 
\. W. Beilfuss, Chairman of the Special 
Park Commission and representing the 
municipal park system of Chicago; Mr. 
FE. B. De Groot, Chairman of the South 
Park Commission; Mr. Dwight H. Per- 
kins, Chairman of the Playground Com- 
mission, and Mr. Graham Romeyn Tay- 
lor, Secretary of the Playground <Asso- 


ciation of Chicago 
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SECOND ANNUAL PLAYGROUND CONGRESS— 


That the entire country was well rep- 
resented may be gathered from the fact 
that besides those mentioned there were 
official delegates from various cities in 
California, Connecticut, Delaware, the 
District of Columbia, Illinois, Louis- 
iana, Maine, Massachusetts, Minnesota, 
Missouri, New Jersey, New York, Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia, Washington, and 
Wisconsin. I*rom the manner in which 
these delegates and other visitors ex- 
pressed themselves, both during and 
after the Congress, it appears that they 
derived not only most valuable and 
practical suggestions regarding play- 
ground work, but what is far more to 
be desired—real inspiration for farther 
progress 

The exhibit which took up a large 
amount of space at the Museum at- 
tracted especial notice. Many of the 
cities in which playground work has 
been going on for some time sent maps, 
photographs, models, and literature re- 
lating to the work, among them being 
Boston, Chicago, Philadelphia, Wash- 
ington, and New York. Even Porto 
Rico was represented in this exhibit. 
The excellent models of municipal, 
school, private yard, district school, 
small village, and interior court play- 
grounds held large crowds of sightseers 
intensely interested. They came, not 
only while the Congress was in session, 
but afterwards as long as the exhibit 
was in place. Several machine com- 
panies exhibited playground apparatus 
and photographs 

The three outdoor events proved at 
the same time novel and entertaining. 
Even in New York City the sight of ten 


] e tourist automobiles filled with en- 


larg 
thusiastic visitors to the playgrounds is 
not a usual occurrence. Of course, some 
of the accidents attending the handling 
of a large group of people took place. 
It would have been a miracle if this 
train of automobiles had been able to 


make this long journey without a single 


breakdown. These were only details 
which served to heighten the memory 
of the trip. 

On Friday afternoon on the green 
adjoining the American Museum of 
Natural History an excellent exhibition 
of athletics, dancing and games by the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Branches of the Public 
Schools Athletic League of New York 
was watched by several thousand specta- 
tors \t this exhibition there was pre- 
sented a military drill and mimic war- 
fare by cadets from the Public School 
Playgrounds of Newark, N. J., which 
called forth much applause. It is need- 
less to say that splendid order was main- 
tained both at this exhibition and at 
the Festival of Folk and National 
Dances held in Van Cortlandt Park on 
the following day, by the police who 
were detailed for that purpose from 
headquarters 

Phe Festival in Van Cortlandt Park 
was unusual as to attendance and the 
success with which all arrangements 
were carried out. It has been estimated 
that from 7,000 to 10,000 people saw thes 
dances, which were under the direction 
of Mr. Louis H, Chalif of the Chalit 
Normal School of Dancing. There were 
the characteristic national and_ folk 
dances—the Italian, Polish, Spanish, 
Irish, Bohemian, Russian, Swedish, 
Hungarian, Scotch and German; and 
the appearance of these hundreds of 
children and adults dancing by the lake 
side in the ideal setting of Van Cortlandt 
Park was not only a spectacle of great 
beauty, but one rich in meaning, for 
these folk dances represent the very life 
and feeling of the participants 

Perhaps the most notable conference 
held at the Congress was that of City 
Officials, presided over by Acting Mayor 
McGowan. The attendance at this con 
ference was exceptionally good and 
representative. It was the concensus of 
opinion among these city officials and 
others who had been sent as delegates 
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by their cities that the greatest help 
which can now be given to the play- 
ground movement lies in the formation 
of local playground associations all over 
the country this work has already 
been in operation to a certain extent, 
but very much still remains to be done. 
The earnest interest shown in all the 
conferences was in reality remarkable, 


the rooms in which the conferences 


It was said of Governor Hughes that 
he spoke at his very best. He certainly 
did much to dignify the occasion, and 
his words on behalf of playgrounds and 
the improvement of conditions for chil- 
dren were thoroughly sincere and heart- 
felt. That the audience expected much 
of the Governor was apparent by the 
deep attention paid to his utterances 
and the marked respect shown upon his 


“Baporak” (BOHEMIAN) BY A Group OF PLAYGROUND GiRLs— 
PLAYGROUND CONGRESS 


were held proving in almost all cases 
too small for those who wished to take 
part 

It is worthy of note that Professor 
Clark W 
on “A Normal Course in Play,” Mr. 
Joseph Lee’s conference on “Playground 
Legislation,” and Miss Maud Summer's 


Hetherington’s conference 


conference on “Storytelling in the Play- 
ground” proved to be of such import- 
ance and interest that sessions in addi- 
tion to those mentioned in the program 
were arranged for and carried on. 


entrance. Dr. Woods Hutchinson's re- 
mark, “rather a playground without a 
school than a school without a_play- 
ground,” struck the keynote of this, the 
principal evening session of the Con- 
gress 

Taken altogether, the various features 
presented during the week helped to 
make the Congress varied in interest 
end practical in content. The speakers 
were not limited to any one section of 
the country, since among them were 
Joseph Lee, of Boston, Prof. Clark, W 
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Hetherington, of Missouri, Charles Mul- 
ford Robinson, of Rochester, Miss 
Amalie Hofer, of Chicago, George E. 
Johnson and Miss Beulah Kennard, of 
Pittsburg, Dr. FE. H. Arnold, of New 
Haven, and Mrs. Harriet Heller, of 
Omaha, Neb. 

Even the lantern slides and biograph 
pictures which were shown every even- 
ing and also at some of the general con- 
ferences were thoroughly representative, 
including pictures of the work in Chi- 
cago, Troy, Washington, New York, 
Newark, Philadelphia, Los Angeles, Bos- 
tion, of playgrounds in country districts, 
and many other places. 

It cannot be doubted that as the re- 
sult of the Conference of City Officials, 
of Supervisors of Playgrounds, and that 
on Games and Play Festivals for Coun- 
try Children a great forward impulse 
has been given to the playground move- 
ment in general, and that localities which 
have hitherto lain fallow will derive 
benefit from the work in the present in- 
stance. 

On Saturday morning, after the re- 
ports of the different committees had 
been read, the general election of the 
officers of the Association was _ held. 
Practically the same officers that had 
been serving during the past year were 
re-elected. The list is given in another 
part of this issue. 

The number of visitors during the en- 
tire congress week was large and the 
number of those who became members 
of the Congress—of which there were 
nezrly 400—proved considerably larger 
than had been expected. Invitations 
from the city councils of Seattle, Wash., 
and Los Angeles, Cal., were read, re- 
questing that the next Congress be held 
in those cities. An effort is being made 
on the part of Pittsburg to have the next 
Cengress there, while it was also inti- 
mated that St. Louis would like to have 
the Congress take place there within the 


next two years 


GENERAL CONFERENCE. 
THurspAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER I0, 1908. 
Address of Welcome. 

J. HaMppon Ross. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 1 am here to 
present the regrets of Mr. Osborn, the 
President of the Museum, who is absent 
in the West; and in his place and act- 
ing on behalf of the Board of Trustees, 
I welcome this organization to the build- 
ing of the American Museum of Natural 
History. The trustees offer them a 
warm and complete welcome and hope 
everything will be done toward the Con- 
gress that will add to its benefit and to 
its success. 

The apparent object of this Museum 
is the advancement of learning and sci- 
ence. The object of the Playground 
Association is to create a physique and 
spirit in the youth in cities which will fit 
them to obtain and to receive this learn- 
ing, this science. I may say to you 
that nothing is more agreeable to the 
trustees of the Museum than to know 
that this building is devoted to these 
purposes and to these uses. 

This evening we have here the Acting 
Mayor of the City of New York, who 
is going to preside in the absence of 
Mayor McClellan. I have the honor 
now to introduce to you Mr. Patrick F. 
McGowan, President of the Board of 
Aldermen and Acting Mayor of New 
York City. 


Mr. Patrick F. McGowan, Acting 
Mayor of the City of New York, said: 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
Substitutes thus far seem to be the 
order of the evening. Mr. Robb is sub- 
stituting for Mr. Osborn. I am substi- 
tuting for Mayor McClellan, who is ab- 
sent from the city. 

I desire on behalf of the nearly four 
and a half million people of this great 
imperial city of ours to extend to you 
a most cordial welcome to this metrop- 
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olis. We trust that you will find some- 
thing here to entertain you. We trust 
that you will find something instructive. 
You will find perhaps the most cosmo- 
politan population in the entire world 
in this city. 

I am not here, however, to make a 
long speech, even if I were capable of 
doing sc; but I am here to extend to 
you a welcome, and as the poet put jt, 
Mr. Thomas Davis, one of Ireland's 
great poets, not so well krown as Moore, 
but who wrote very exquisite poetry,—in 
his words let me say: 

“Come in the evening or come in the 
morning, 

Come when you're looked for and come 
without warning. 

A million bright welcomes you will find 
here before you, 

And the oftener you come, the more 


we'll adore you.” 


Ladies and gentlemen: As chairman 
I have an honor and a pleasure. We 
have us with this evening a most dis- 
tinguished guest. We have with us a 
gentleman who has the courage of his 
convictions. I am told that no good 
Irishman ever turned his back on friend 
or foe, and I am told that this gentle- 
man has a strain of Irish blood in him. 
He is the Governor of the great im- 
perial State of New York, the best gov- 
ernor in many and many a day. I take 
pleasure in introducing Governor 


Hughes 


ADDRESS GIVEN BY THE HONORABLE 
Cuartes Hucues, THurspay, 
SEPTEMBER 10, 1908. SECOND 
ANNUAL CONGRESS OF THE 
PLAYGROUND ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA, 


Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
I am very glad to have the opportunity 
to take part in the spread of the gospel 


of play. I cannot hope to say anything 


which would add to your imstruction. 


—SECOND ANNUAL PLAYGROUND CONGRESS 


Indeed I have been amazed in examin- 
ing your program at the svecialization 
which this field affords and the develop- 
ment and intricacy of this new science. 
I congratulate you upon what i:as been 
accomplished. Mr. Mayor, the City of 
New York is to be congratulated upon 
what has been done in furnishing play- 
grounds, but this is only a beginning. 

As the fruit of your study and research 
we may be sure that there will nox only 
be playgrounds, but progress along in- 
telligent lines. 

The successful worker must have the 
spirit of play in his heart, and the suc- 
cesstul man is ouly a boy with a min’s 
experience. He must have the zest, the 
devotion, the spirit of comradeship, the 
cupacity for self-forgetfulness, the boy's 
wholesome outlook upon life, if he is 
to do a man’s work in the world. How 
are we to save civilization from being 
caught in its own toils? How are we 
to preserve childhood from being too 
early drawn into the contests of life? 
How are we in our great urban popu- 
lation to make possible the spirit of play, 
the opportunities for childish sports 
which are essential to the development 
of normal manhood and womanhood? 
To the solution of that problem you are 
devoting your study with no little meas- 
ure of success already attained. I can- 
not aid you by experience or suggestion, 
but I bid you Godspeed from the bottom 
of my heart. 

We want play—simply play—for the 
children of our great cities. Those who 
are fortunate enough to live in the 
country have in their own homes the 
playground. The orchard, the meadow, 
the brook, the swimming pool, the near- 
by wood, constitute the never failing 
source for gratifying the appetites, the 
normal appetites of childhood in the 
country. And with that feeling akin to 
despair, we look upon the growing thou 
sands teeming in the congested quarters 
of our cities with the slight opportuni- 
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ties of the roadway to take the place of 
the open country. 

We do not think alone of them in 
their early vears, but we look forward 
to the time when they come to play the 
parts of men and women in the world 
and we wonder what is to be the future. 
Is their experience of life merely to be 
that of the hard taskmaster, the strug- 
gle for bare existence? Is the growing 
feeling of discontent to be accentuated 
and increased because of abnormal de- 
privation? 

We want playgrounds for children in 
order that we may conserve the health 
of our people. A great deal is being 
done in these days to protect us against 
the spread of disease. We are fighting 
with intelligence and with new-found 
zeal the great white plague, but the 
dread disease of tuberculosis must be 
successfully fought by developing stam- 
ina, physical strength through exercise 
in all the physical activities. We must 
nourish that strength in childhood. We 
do not want simply hospitals and pavil- 
ions and notices giving instructions to 
those who are unfamiliar with necessary 
precaution. We want to save the health 
of our children so that we may nurture 
a strong, well favored community. That 
is the surest way to stamp out disease. 
If we were thinking of nothing but the 
preservation of health and the proper 
function of government in_ protecting 
against the unnecessary exposure of the 
people to infection and the inroads of 
disease, we would make it one of our 
first objects to secure adequate play- 
grounds for children in the free air and 
give them opportunities of rescue from 
their over-crowded abodes. 

We want playgrounds for children to 
conserve the morals of the people. There 
may be some who look upon human na- 
ture as hopelessly debased and beyond 
recall, as exhibiting here and there ex- 
traordinary illustrations of spasmodic 
virtue, virtue in spite of tendency. We 


have, alas, too frequent illustrations of 
the weaknesses of humanity. We are all 
conscious of the pull downward, but the 
pull upward is far more powerful, and 
that is the reason we are in the twen- 
tieth century under a free government 
with its benediction of prosperity. We 
want to help that pull upward. It would 
be a very wise man who could sever 
from environment and association and 
unnecessary temptation the tendencies to 
evil and say how much they are respon- 
sible and how much is due to innate 
vice. 

My opinion is that the average boy 1s 
a good boy and the average girl is a 
good girl. I believe that the average 
man and woman would rather do right 
than wrong. I have a profound confi- 
dence in the capacity of human nature 
to seize on to what is good, to hold true 
to its ideals with a progress that is 
spiral but none the less onward, always 
pressing to humanity’s goal. 

We have many unfortunate occur- 
rences. We are constantly lamenting 
the continuance of this abuse or that 
error, but we are gathered together in 
this country because of our confidence 
in the good judgment, the good sense, 
the right intention of the average man. 
If it were not for that we could not ex- 
pect to maintain free institutions. Now 
knowing this, makes for a reduction of 
unnecessary temptation. It makes it 
more easy to have wholesome living. It 
gives normal youth a fair chance for 
gratifying normal appetites. It is a safe- 
guard of the country and of the institu- 
tions of our government. 

The best way to train a boy to do 
right is not to lecture him into tears 
about his wrong-doing, but to show him 
the delight of an honorable and happy 
boyhood. It is to give him opportunity 
to prove what is in him in good work. 
And the good will always in the main, 
with exceptions that only prove the rule, 
prove to be the greater attraction. Boy- 
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hood and girlhood must have a vent in 
play. It is natural; it is right. 

This country of ours has grown up, 
nourished by youth who came from the 
country. We have re-enforced our cities 
with the best blood of the rural com- 
munities where boyhood and girlhood 
has had a chance. The mothers of the 
country, the mothers of the men that 
have made the country have had girl- 
hoods and decent opportunities; and the 
boys with their love of Nature and their 
opportunities in the happy, careless out- 
door life have developed a strength that 
in these strenuous day have enabled them 
to bear the burdens of statesmanship. 
We cannot, as our population becomes 
congested, keep men good by force. 
That is the old, mistaken, unsuccessful 
effort of despotism—a few with the ad- 
vantages keeping the many good, obedi- 
ent, docile by force. You cannot succeed 
on that line in a free country. Men 
must be their own policemen and the 
conscience of each must be the guardian 
of the safety of Some say we must 
train in our great cities those who have 
had none of the chances which the fath- 
ers of the country enjoyed to know and 
love the right. How are we going to do 
it? The schools are all right, but there 
is little that you can do by explicit teach- 
ing. Moral consciences are all right, but 
there is a certain point beyond which 
you cannot expect receptivity. If a boy 
ora girl is to take easily to moral instruc 
tion, to listen readily to the voice of con- 
science, they must have a wholesome life. 
A few hours in the fresh air, a few 
hours of self abandon in innocent fun, a 
chance to be a normal boy or girl, will do 
more to re-enforce your moral lessons 
than many, many days of mere teaching. 
Thus the playground will be without any 
direct effort one of the regenerating and 
uplifting forces of the community. The 
ordinary man if he has a chance to live 
a decent life will live it; and if you 
want good men and women in the world, 


devote your efforts to a large degree in 
removing those obstacles which are in 
the way of decent, virtuous, wholesome 
life. 

We want playgrounds in order that we 
may aid in the development of the senti- 
ment of honor. I do not know of any 
better way to teach the boy to be hon- 
crable and straight than to give him a 
chance to play with his comrades. In 
the playground he learns it without any 
suggestion of rebellion against instruc- 
tion and precept and preaching. He 
learns it because he does not want any- 
body else to cheat him and he is “down” 
on the boy that does not play fair. And 
in the long run, because he is “down” on 
the boy that does not play fair he will 
establish standards of conduct which we 
must maintain in the community and 
particularly in our great cities. If there 
is one thing that we need more than an- 
other it is the constant emphasis among 
our citizens of that spirit of fair play, 
that willingness to give and take, that 
generosity in defeat and that lack of as- 
sertiveness in victory which we identify 
with true sport and which is learned best 
of all in childhood upon the playground. 

Now, I do not know that by the work 
of playgrounds we mean necessarily the 
development of particular forms of ath- 
letic sports. I am not an expert in the 
matter. You may have other ideas. I 
confess that I do not like to see any 
strenuous athletic contest except on the 
part of those who are trained for such 
contests, and then I do like to see them. 
i do not think it is necessary to turn 
boys who have not had training and the 
requisite hardening into the hardest 
kind of sport with a strain of anxiety 
and over-effort, merely to encourage 
play. We also want, it seems to me, to 
have the science so perfect that no one 
will see the science. We do not want 
routine and schedules and a_ training 
which smacks of a playground congress. 
We want just fun for boys and girls. 
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PLAYGROUND HAPPENINGS— 


self-consciousness 
self- 


With an absence of 
and an opportunity for cheerful 
abandonment, with genuine interest, with 
every variety of diversion that science 
can suggest, but with the stimulus to the 
same feeling that the happy country boy 
finds when he goes whistling to Nature's 
playgrounds. 

Now I am glad, as I have said before, 
that so much is being done in these di- 
rections and astonished at the prospect 
which is unfolded by your deliberations. 
It is another proof of the fact that if 
you get below the surface of anything— 
no matter what it is—you will find a field 
for the study of a lifetime. You have a 
rich field here. How it makes one’s 
heart ache to go through the crowded 
quarters of the city! During the last few 
I have been going through the 
upper part of the State, the beautiful, 
beautiful State of New York, of which I 
grow fonder every day. I have seen the 
rare beauty of hill and dale, the charm- 
ing countryside and the great mountains, 
and the charm of lake and stream; and 
then we turn from this to the great me- 
tropolis with its wonderful statistics of 
commerce, its wealth beyond the dream 


Ww eeks 


of avarice, its great prosperous popula- 
tion, and at the same time its population, 
so many of whom are denied the oppor- 
tunities that we want every brother man 
to have. 

We cannot make society over. If 
there is anybody here that is indulging 
in the dream that you can have adminis- 
tration that takes no account of human 
your dream, my 
There 


nature—go on with 
friend—but it is only a dream. 
will be no change in human nature and 
nothing can be done governmentally that 
is successful that does not take account 
of the of but on the 
other hand we can do a great deal more 
than we are doing, and there is not any 
reason in the world why we should not 
give the youth of our great cities a fair 
We are going to do it, and I 


laws progress; 


chance. 


10 


am grateful for this aid in that effort 
which promises so much—not only for 
interde- 


our but because of our 


pendence for the country as a whole. 


cities, 


PLAYGROUND HAPPENINGS. 
HANMER, FIELD SECRETARY. 


The following letter was written by 
Mayor Harry G. Stiles, of Allentown, 
Pa., to the Board of Control: 


Gentlemen 

“At a meeting of the City Park Com- 
mission, held August 12, 1908, the ques- 
tion of playgrounds as advocated by the 
Playground Association of America was 
brought up, a matter in which I am very 
with all 
and 


much interested in connection 
the of the 
many other public spirited citizens. 

“lt thought that the Board 
Control ought to join in the movement 
and donate the use of the school-house 
yards under certain 
proper restrictions that will effectually 
prevent the destruction of property be- 
longing to the school district. 

“T earnestly hope that you will take 


members Commission 


was ot 


playgrounds, 


as 


up this matter at your next meeting and 
lend your co-operation to this worthy 
movement. 
“Very sincerely yours, 
“Harry G. STILEs, 
“Mayor.” 


The School Board of Atlanta, Ga, as 
a result of the good work done during 
the past season has adopted the policy 
of granting the use of the school yards 
during the summer 


as. playgrounds 


months. 

The New England Education League 
announces the opening of a playground 
in West Somerville, Mass. The use of 
the ground was donated by Mr. C. A 
Mason. 
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—PLAYGROUND HAPPENINGS 


Mr. R. E. Cavin, of Buffalo, N. Y., 
has established a sort of neighborhod 
club and playground for the boys. The 
playground is well equipped. 

The average daily attendance at the 
Camden, N. J., playgrounds during the 
two months they were in operation was 
about 715 per day, or over 36,000 for the 
season 

The Journal of Education of August 
27th says 

“It is inconceivable that America has 
waited all these years to learn so simple 
a lesson as Joseph Lee has taught us 

“Play! The child’s first and most per- 
sistent instinct. We have tried to sup- 
press it all these years. 

“Play! With infinite variety of op 
portunity for activity and training we 
have looked upon it as wasted energy 

“Play, in which the child never finds 
mental fatigue or loss of relish, has been 
the one thing the school and church have 
sought to eliminate from his life, con- 
sidering it a great concession if they 
permitted them to have a_ ten-minutes 
playless recess, or gave them a Sunday 
school picnic once a year and a playless 
evening at Christmas time. 

“Play! <A child can get more mental 
discipline in learning a new game in the 
right way than in repeating an explana- 
tion of the reason for inverting the di- 
visor and proceeding as in multiplication 
in fractions, and yet until now the edu- 
cators have never used play in educa- 
tion 

‘Truly we live in a new educational 
world. For this we are grateful, Joseph 
Lee 

The residents of Oak Park, IIl., have 
formed a playground association to buy 
land for a playground. They will con- 
tribute funds to hold the property until 
such time as the village government has 


money to purchase it 


At the new playground in Coffeyville, 
Kan., 320 children enrolled in the “Play” 
class on the first day. The ground ts in 
charge of Miss L. Kurtz, of the Univer- 
sity of Missouri. 


The work of the local playground as- 
sociation of Cumberland, Md., was so 
successful this season that the work will 
continue next summer on a broader 
scale 

Twenty-two lots in the vicinity of the 
Dallas (Tex.) Cotton Mills were 
bought by the Park Board on September 

12th. The property will be used as a 
public park and playground. Residents 
and owners of property in the neighbor- 
hood have subscribed $1,000 for equip- 
ment and maintenance of the playground 

Electric lights have been installed in 
the playground at Glens Falls, N. ¥ 


The grounds are now open until 9g P. M 


Playgrounds at the public schools of 
Jersey City, N. J., have proved so suc- 
cessful that the Board of Education will 
go into the work more extensively next 
year 


Both houses of the City Council of 
Kansas City, Mo., have passed an ordi- 
nance which provides playgrounds for 
the children of the North End. There 
will be separate playgrounds for the 
negroes and whites 

Mrs. T. M. Scruggs was made presi- 
dent of the Memphis, Tenn., Play- 
grounds Association on August 13th 
Mrs. Scruggs stated that it was the ob- 
ject of the association to establish swim- 
ming pools, shower baths and indus 
trial schools as well as outdoor gym- 


nasiums, 


The city of Alameda, Cal., has just 
purchased a 12-acre tract costing $40,- 
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PLAYGROUND HAPPENINGS— 


ooo, and a sea beach park costing $45,- 
ooo. Arrangements are also being made 
to purchase another tract in the central 
part of the city. Playgrounds will be 
established in all three. 

At a meeting of the Little Rock, Ark., 
Board of Trade, the Athletic Committee 
adopted resolutions asking the School 
Improvement Association to co-operate 
with them in getting Glenwood Park 
and a part of West End Park set aside 
for public playgrounds. 

The playground at Nyack, N. Y., 
closed with a field day celebration on 
September 4th. The young ladies who 
have interested themselves in the work 
are enthusiastic over its success. 


Seven school playgrounds were in op- 
eration at Paducah, Ky., during the past 
season. Exhibitions of industrial work 
and athletic contests marked the closing 
of the playgrounds. 

Since a competent supervisor has been 
put in charge of the High Street play- 
ground of Pawtucket, R. ‘it has be- 
come an abode of order, and it is prob- 
able that the results now being achieved 
will lead to the establishment of a larger 
number of grounds next summer. 

Mayor Williams, of Providence, R. I., 
signed on August 12th the contract 
which provides for a playground and 
athletic field in Roger Williams Park. 
The plans include baseball fields, tennis 
courts and a wading pool, and event- 
ually the erection of a field house with 
shower baths and lockers, 
$50,000 playground public 
school No. 9, Rochester, N. Y., was 
opened on August 26th. An all-day pro- 
gram of events marked the occasion. 
There were speeches by the mayor and 


The 


other prominent men of the city, ath- 
letic contests, games, etc. 

An inter-playground meet closed the 
playground season at St. Louis, Mo., on 
August 27th. The aggregate attendance 
for the month of July was 145,000. 

Through the activity of Rev. D. B. 
Aldrich, of West Springfield, Mass, a 
playground opened for the 
children of the vicinity. 


hes been 


“School yards for playgrounds is the 
latest slogan of those who are talking 
more and more freedom for the 
children of the city, not only in behalf 
of their physical well-being, but also for 
their The agitation has 
arisen with that 
of the park system, in order that crowd 


room 


mk yral 206 rd. 


co-incidental in favor 
ed districts may be relieved, and alleys, 
back yards and stone pavements be re- 
placed by large, open and pleasant spots 
in which children can properly enjoy the 
to their life and 
Ohio, 


recreation so necessary 
health."—From the Springfield, 


News, August 30, 1908. 


The Board of Education of New York 
City is committed to the extension of 
playgrounds. In the budget for 
year it has requested funds for the or- 
ganization of fifty new afternoon play- 
grounds; 106 summer playgrounds have 
been in operation under the Board of 
Education during the past summer. At 
a recent meeting the Board of Superin- 
tendents adopted resolutions to the effect 
that all new buildings should be provided 
with roof playgrounds; also that the or- 
ganization of school gardens should be 
encouraged. The Board of Education 
decided on September 23d to open many 
buildings after school hours and on Sat- 


next 


urdays as recreation centers for vaca- 
tional work. A standing committee of 
five commissioners will be appointed. 


12 


{ 
| 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 
PLAYGROUND ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA. 


Dr. Luther H. Gulick. 

h T. Stewart 

Lawrence Veiller 

Howard Bradstreet 

Mrs. Vladimir Simkhovitch 
Miss Mari R. Hofer. 

Mr lunis Bergen 

Lillian Wald 


Sadie American 


Set 


Mr. Gustavus T. Kirby 
Mr. John M. Glenn 
Mrs. John M. Glenn 


COUNCIL AND BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS OF THE PLAY- 
GROUND ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA. 


COUNCIL MEMBERS AND MEM- 
BERS OF THE BOARD Ol 
DIRECTORS. 


\ddams, Miss Jane, 

Hull House, Chicago, III. 
\mericen, Miss Sadie, 

148 Central Park West, New York 

City 
Ammon, Mrs, Samuel, 
Kenmawr, Pittsburg, Pa 

Bergen, Mrs. Tunis, 

101 Willow St., Brooklyn, N. Y 
Blaine, Mrs. Emmons, 

344 E. Earie St., Chicago, III 
Bradstreet, Mr. Howard, 

105 E. 22d St.. New York Citv 
Claxton, Supt. P. P., 

Univ. of Tennessee, Knoxville, 

Lenn 

Curtis, Dr, Henry S., 

Ouray Building, Washington, D. C. 
DeGroot, Mr. E. B., 

57th St. and Cottage Grove Ave., 


Ci icago, 


—OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 


Dunning, Mr. A. W., 


582 Endicott Arcade, St. Paul, Minn. 


Ehler, Mr. George W., 

Baltimore, Md. 
Fisher, Dr. George J., 

124 E. 28th St. New York City. 
Glenn, Mr. John M., 

105 E. 22d St., New York City. 
Glenn, Mrs. John M., 

care of Mr. John M. Glenn 
Gulick, Dr. Luther H., 

624 Madison Ave., New York City 
Hetherington, Dr. Clark W., 

Univ. of Missouri, Columbia, Mo 
Hofer, Miss Amalie, 

The Commons, Chicago, II] 
Hofer, Miss Mari R., 

Teachers College, New York City 
Johnson, Mr. George E., 


Pittsburg Playground Association, 


Pittsburg, Pa 

Kennard, Miss Beulah, 

417 Denniston Ave., Pittsburg, Pa 
Kirby, Mr. Gustavus T., 

2 Wall St., New York City 
Lee, Mr Joseph, 

101 Tremont St., Boston, Mass 
McDowell, Miss Mary, 

University Settlement, Chicago, III 
Meylan, Dr. George L., 

Columbia Univ., New York City 
Sargent, Dr. Dudley A., 

Harvard Univ., Cambridge, Mass 
Scudder, Mr. Myron T., 


Rutgers Prep. School, New Bruns- 


wick, N. J. 
Simkhovitch, Mrs. Vladimir, 

26 Jones St. New York City 
Stewart, Mr. Seth 

856 Quincy St., New York City 
Stewart, Miss Mary B., 

120 W. 21st St., Baltimore, Md 
Straubenmuller, Mr, Gustav, 

500 Park Ave., New York City 
Taylor, Mr. Graham R., 

180 Grand Ave., Chicago, II. 
Veiller, Mr. Lawrence, 

105 E. 22d St., New York City. 
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OFFICERS AND MEMBERS— 


Wald, Miss Lillian D., 

Nurses’ Settlement, New York City. 
Warburg, Mr. Felix M., 

52 William St., New York City. 
Weller, Mr. Charles F., 

811 G. St., N. W., Pittsburg, Pa. 


COUNCIL MEMBERS ONLY. 
\bbott, Mr. Edward A. 

Chairman Parks and Playground 
Commission, Lindsay St., Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn. 

\llen, Mr. Lafon, 


Louisville, Ky. 


Allison, Mr, Harry A., 
11 Carmine Ave., Buffalo, N. Y. 
Arthur, Mrs. Clara B., 


96 Boston Boulevard, Detroit, Mich. 


Baldwin, Mr. William H., 
1415 21st St., N. W., Washington, 


Beardsley, Mr. H. M., 
Water Works Building, Kansas City, 
Mo. 
iderhase, Miss Josephine, 
202 W. 86th St., New York City. 
Miss Mary, Philadelphia 
Playground Association, Phila., Pa. 
srumbaugh, Dr. Martin, 
of Schools, Philadelphia, Pa. 
suckingham, Mrs. Clarence, 
653 The Rookery, Chicago, III. 
Mr. Allen D., Chicago, III. 
Mrs. Wi. A 
Federation 
Clubs, Dallas, Tex. 
“arrington, Mr. James M., 
Warren St., New York City. 
Mr 


Pres. Springfield Piayground 


Supt 


sUMIS, 


mus 
allaway, 


of Women’s 


lexas 


21 
‘hamberlain, George D., 
Assn., 
Springheld, Mass. 
e, Mr. Benjamin, 
Rochester, N. Y. 
Mr. John H., 


725 Lombard St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


ark, Mr. Ellery H., 
Tremont St., 


reas 


ston, Mass. 


321 


Coldren, Mr. Fred, G., 
Century Bldg., Washington, D. C. 
Condon, Mr. Randall J., 
Supt. of Schools, Helena, Mont. 
Cowley, Mrs. John, 
Pres. Allegheny Playground Assn., 
Allegheny, Pa. 
Crane, Rey. Caroline B., 
Kalamazoo, Mich., Rose St. 
Cushing, Mrs. J. M., 
Box 70, Stanford Univ., Cal. 
Davidson, Mr. W, M., 
Supt. of Schools, Omaha, Neb 
Day, Mrs. Frank Miles, 
Acting Pres. Civic 
phia, Pa. 
DeLacy, Judge William H., 


Club, Philadel- 


Juvenile Court, Washington, D. C. 
Douthitt, Mr. A. G., 
Y, M. C. A., Seattle, Wash. 
Downing, Mr, Warwick M., 
839 Equitable Bldg., Denver, Colo. 
Edwards, Mr. Charles, 
Juvenile Court, Santa Barbara, Cal 
Eliot, Rev. W..G., Jr., 
Portiand, Ore. 
Falconer, Mrs. Martha, 
Girls’ House of Refuge, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 
Foster, Mr. J. Frank, 
s7th St., and Cottage Grove Ave., 
Chicago, III. 
Frame, Mrs. George, 
2227 Calvert St., Baltimore, Md 
Frost, Mr. Edward, 
Wells Building, Milwaukee, Wis 


Fuller, Mr. Frank L., 
Asst. Supt. of Parks, Seattle, Wash 

Mr. E., 

Pres. Playground Assn., 504 Hyde 

Block, Spokane, Wash. 

Mr. Robert, 506 Continental 
lrust Bldg., Baltimore, Md 

Gilman. Mr. Robbins, 311 Palisade Ave 
Yonkers, N. Y. 

rede rick, 


House 


Gandy\y, 


Garrett, 


Greeley, Mrs 


Opera Block, Chicago, 


Ill. 
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Gordon, Mrs. George, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Griffiths, Mr. Austin, 
742 N. Y. Block, Seattle, Wash. 
Groos, Mr. T. A,, 
Playground Assn, of Chicago, Chi- 
cago, Ill 
Hammond, Mrs. Stoddard, 
Pres. N. Y. State Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, singhamton, 
N. Y 
Hanmer, Mr. Lee F., 
624 Madison Ave., New York City. 
Hatch, Mr. Wallace, 
53 DeLong Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Haven, Mr. R. D., 
Mayor, Duluth, Minn. 
Heller, Mrs. Harriet H., 
2204 S. 10th St., Omaha, Neb. 
Hepbron, Mr. George T., 
21 Warren St., New York Citv. 
Horlick, Mr. A. J., 
Mayor, Racine, Wis 
Jermain, Mr. S. P., 
Park Board, Toledo, Ohio 
Kelley, Mr. David, 
60 Clifton St., Newark, N. J. 
Kidner, rev. 
16 Brimmer St., Boston, Mass 
Klamroth, Mr. H. H., 
Iudge, Juvenile Court, Pasadena, 
Cal 
Kober, Dr. George M., 
1600 T St, N. 
LeGarde, Miss Ellen, 
Director Physical Training Public 


Washington, 


Schools, Providence, R. I 
Leland, Mr. Arthur, 
Flat 2, The Seville, St. Paul, Minn. 
Lindsay, Prof. Samuel McCune, 
Columbia Univ., New York City. 
Lindsey, Judge Ben B., 
Juvenile Court, Denver, Colo. 
McCoy, Mr. Henry J., 
Chairman Playground Commission, 
1220 Geary St., San Francisco, 


Cal 


—OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 


McKenzie, Dr. R. Tait, 
Univ. of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 
McKiernan, Mr. W. J., 
City Hall, Newark, N. J. 
Macfarland, Hon. H. B. F., 
District Bldg., Washington, D, C. 
Macumber, Mr. Irving, 
Member Board of Education, 628 
Nicholas Bldg., Toledo, Ohio 
Mallery, Mr. Otto T., 
1427 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Miller, Dr. Wallace, 
408 Goodale St., Columbus, O. 
Minot, Dr. James, 
188 Marlboro St., Boston, Mass 
Mott, Mr. Frank K., 
Mayor, Berkeley, Cal. 
. Mussey, Mrs. Ellen Spencer, 
Washington, D, C. 
Naismith, Dr. James, 
Univ. of Kansas, Lawrence, Kan 
Olmsted, Mr. Frederick Law, 
Brookline, Mass 
Parker, Mr. George A., 
Supt. of Parks, Hartford, Conn. 
Parke Mr George 
Supervisor Detroit 
Detroit, Mich 
Parker, Miss Grace E. J., 
624 Madison Ave., New York City. 
Pell, Mrs. Francis, 
Newark, N, J 
Perkins, Mr. Dwight H., 
224 City Hall, Chicago, III. 
Peters, Miss Mabel, 
Echo Hill, Westfield, Kings County, 
N. B 


Putnam, Dr. Helen C., 


Playgrounds, 


Providence, R | 
Rainey, Mrs. Henry T., 
Carrollton, I] 
Reeder, Dr. R R., 
Supt. Orphan Asylum, Hastings-on- 
Hudson, N. Y 
Reynolds, James Bronson, 
500 Fifth Ave., New York City 
Robinson, Miss Pauline, 
42 W. 37th St., New York City 
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SECOND ANNUAL PLAYGROUND CONGRESS— 


Robinson, Mr, E. M., 
124 E, 28th St., New York City. 
Rodman, Mrs. Willoughby, 

Playground Commission, Los An- 
geles, Cal. 
Ropeer, Mr. Louis W., 

311 Walnut St., S. 
Minn. 
Rudolph, Mr. Cuno H., 
1332 New York Ave., 
Rumbold, Miss Charlotte, 
City Hall, St. Louis, Mo 
Schultz, Mr. Karl A. M.. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Scruggs, Mrs. Thomas M., 


FE. Minneapolis, 


Washington, 


135 Montgomery St., Memphis, 
Tenn. 
Sleman, Mr. John B., Jr., 
3ond Bldg., Washington, D. C 
Smith, Prof. G. T., 
Supt. of Schools, Peoria, III. 
Smith, Mr. Winfred J., 
Children’s Playground 
Rochester, 2. 
Sommer, Mr. Frank H., Newark, N. J 
Stecher, Dr, William A.,, 
696 City Hall, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Stoneroad, Dr. Rebecca, 
1330 Wallauh Pl., Washington, D. C 
Sullivan, Mr. B. P., 
821 Poydras St., New Orleans, La 


League, 


Summers, Miss Maud, 

19 Chestnut St., Boston, Mass 
Sweeney, Judge A. T., 

Newark, N. J. 
Tabor, Mr. Francis H., 

roth St. and Avenue A., New York 

City. 

Talbot, Dr. Winthrop, 

High School, Hoboken, N. J 
Tanner, Miss Jessie R., 


Normal 


State School, San Diego, 


Cal. 


Taylor, Mr. E. K., 
Mayor, Alameda, Cal 

Tower, Miss Ellen M., 
Lexington, Mass. 


Twitchell, Mr. W. L, 

West Middle 

Conn. 

Vaughan, Alderman R. C., 

Toronto, Can. 
Vincent, Mr. George, 

Chicago, 
Vollmer, Mr. August, 

Berkeley, Cal. 
Warden, Mr, Randall, 

City Hall, Newark, N. J. 
Wetzel, Mr. William A., 

High School, Trenton, N. J. 
White, Mrs. Lovell, 

California Art Club, San Francisco, 

Cal 

Whitney, Miss Evangeline E., 

500 Park Avenue, New York Cit 
Whitwall, Mr. C. B., 

Milwaukee, Wis. 
Whitwall, Mrs. C. B., 

Milwaukee, Wis. 
Williams, Mrs. Clara, 

571 W. 161st St., New York City 
Wirth, Mr. Theodore, 

Supt. of Parks, Minneapolis, Minn 
Winship, Mr. A. E., 

Journal of Education, Boston, Mass 
Wood, Mr Horace, 

Russell Live Stock Commission Co 


School, Hartford 


St Joseph, Mo. 
Woodruff, Mr. Clinton Rogers, 
701 North American Bldg., Phila 
delphia, Pa. 
Ziegler, Dr. Carl, 
Supervisor Physical Training, Cin 
cinnati, Ohio. 


The proceedings of the Second An 
nual Congress of the Playground Asso 
ciation of America are being printed 
Copies will be sent to members of the 
Association who have subscribed $5.00 
or more during the year 1908. All oth 
ers desiring these papers may obtain 
them on payment of $2.00, as per en 


closed slip 


——_ 
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Spalding New All Steel 
Equipments 


All Steel Ladders 


Perfectly shaped—smooth- 
ly finished—proof against 
Steel Sliding Poles weather, time and abuse— 
no splinters—no breaks—no 


accidents. 


Steel Parallels 


Steel Teeters Patents pending. Infringe- 


ments will not be tolerated 
and will be promptly and 
Steel Swings energetically prosecuted. 
Catalog now ready 
WRITE US 
etc. 


A. G. SPALDING @ BROS. Inc. 


NEW YORK CHICAGO LONDON 
Gymnasium Contract Dept., 
CHICOPEE, MASS. 
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